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Methyl Methacrylate (MMA) Update

A result of federa] Food and Drug Adminis-
tratioa (FI3AY investigutions, the FIOA con-
cluded thit liguid methy] methacrylate is 3
poisonous and deleterious substance which
should mot be used in Gngemail preparations.
Although the FD3A did not promulgare o spe-
ciffe regulation prohibiting the use of liquid
ety | metharylale monomer (MMA) in cos-
mietic nuil enhancement products, the FOA oh-
tained @ preliminary injunciion in 1974
prchibiting a Fem from “among other things,
introducing, or delivering for imeoduction, inuw
interstite commeree”™ o methy] methaery lare-
containing cosmetic product known as Long
Mails, Unired Seages v C 8 Products e,
SHOF Supp. 664 (N0 1L F974),

The United States District Court for the Mornh.
e District of Winods ruled that the use of lig-
uid methyl methaerylare moncmer ina cosmetic
fingernnil product ceused the article o be adul-
terated in violation of Secton G01{al of the
Federal Food, Drug und Cosmetic Act (FDC)
und enjoined its further mmofacturer and dis
trbution. The count concluded that this prod-
uet contained a “'poisonous and deleterions
substanee” which, when used secording to
labeling instruction, may couse serious nail
cdurngre of loss, sorencss, and (i some coses,
nfection. The FDA ix prepared to conaider
regulitory wetion against fingemal products
formulated with Hguid methyl methacrylae
mewormer ws one of its ingredients,

http://www .beautytech.com/nailtech/pics/pa-mma.ipg

e Stute Board of Cosmetology has devel
oped o policy stutement and regulation pro-
hshiting the wse of nail enhancement prodsets
containing methy! methacrylate (IMMA)L Boh
the policy statement and regulation are in the
process of being officially promulgated wnd
are expected o be published as final in the
Pernvylvania Bulfern in the near Nture,

The palicy statement and regulation define use
ol MMA-containiog products on clients as
constiuting gross incompetency andfor un-
ethicul practice, Section 519{a) of the Beauty
Culmre Lavw, 63 BS. 85191 allows the board
Lo take disciplinary action against licensees
foar violutions of the Law or regulations, or for
Eross incompetensy or unethical practices
Such disciplinary sction includes relusal to §i-
Cense OF POICW, TevOCalion or suspension of
curment licenses und a $1,000 ¢ivil peoalty for
each violation,

Tor educute licenseas and the public about the
dangers of MMA, infonmational beochures will
b distributed o salons and schoals, Repre-
septatives of the Depunment of Stake's Bu-
reau of Enforcement and lovestigation have
heen speaking 1o groaps and associslions re-
garding this important issue,
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